










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Many small communities in mountainous areas are rapidly aging and 
becoming depopulated. Also, most communities in these areas have a high risk 
of serious damage in the event of a natural disaster. Appropriate measures 
should be taken before any disaster occurs for revitalizing the community in 
these areas, focusing on facilitating the post-disaster recovery process.
This study aims to identify the advantages of long-term fieldwork and 
collaborative ethnography for reducing risk and revitalizing the community 
before a disaster occurs in these areas. In particular, I focus on talented 
community members, who have knowledge and skills to mediate between in 
and out of the village and mobilize useful information, knowledge, funds, and 
human resources from out of the village. I named such kind of people as the 
“intermediate intellectual.” We can always find several types of intermediate 
intellectuals in activities of the community revitalization.
This study also focuses on significant roles of researchers who carefully 
find intermediate intellectuals in the local community and create a place to 
encourage them to work actively. Because these intermediate intellectuals are 
often regarded as strange people, there is no place or opportunity to show 
their ability.
Finally, this study introduces the “Café Philosophique” that I hold 
regularly, one of the useful methods for researchers conducting collaborative 
ethnographic researches.
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